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04//04//2016
Acts Father Zdenko Krizié, ocd, Bishop of Gospié¢-Senj (Croatia)

Pope Francis has appointed our brother, Zdenko Krizi¢, as Bishop of Gospi¢-Senj
(Croatia). Until the present, he served as rector of the Teresianum permanent commu-
nity.

Father Zdenko was born on February 2, 1953, in Johovac (Bosnia-Herzegovina), in the
heart of a Catholic family of Croatian origin.

He made his simple profession when he was 17 years old, on July 27, 1970, studied phi-
losophy in Florence, and theology in the Teresianum. He made his solemn profession on
July 16, 1976, in Zagreb, where he was also ordained on June 26, 1977.

He received his licentiate in theology from the Teresianum. His thesis was an analysis of
biblical men and women in the work of Saint Teresa.

I'ather Zdenko has carried out various offices associated to the presence of our Order in
Croatia: He was first counscllor of the Commissariat and prefect of the minor seminary.
Once the province was created, he was provincial superior for six years and after that,
Vicar as well as novice master.

His availability has not been limited to his province and the friars. During the period
2003 to 2009, when Father Luis Arostegui was Superior General, Father Zdenko was
Vicar General. He has accompanied our Discalced Carmelite nuns as advisor of the
Croatian Federation and attended to various monasteries outside of his country. He has
been rector of the Teresianum permanent community since 2012.

The cpiscopal sce of the diocese of Gospic-Senj is the city of Gospi¢, and it is suffragan
of the diocese of Fiume. It has about 65,000 baptized. It was established on May 25,
2000, by Pope Saint John Paul II and extends {rom the southern part of the region of
Karlovac to the northern part of the regions of Lika and Senj in Croatia. [t is also part of
the diocese of the city of Zavalje in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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The region is economically poor, with 52 priests (nine of whom are religious) and 13
women religious.

Our FFather General has written a letter to ather Zdenko from Usole, Siberia (Russia),
where he is visiting nuns and friars of the Province of Warsaw. The letter, written in Ital-
lan, can be seen on our Italian-language website.

We transcribe here only one paragraph: "As is always the case when a brother is called
to an office of this nature, my sentiments, and [ think that of all your brothers and sisters,
are of happiness for our disposition to serve the Church wherever she requests, but also
nostalgia because you will no longer be able to live your bond with our family quite as
intensely.

"Thank you very much, dear Father Zdenko, for all the good you have done within your
family. May the Lord, through the intercession of Mother Teresa, Saint Joseph, and the
Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, pour His Spirit over you, such that He will always be
vour light and guide on the path of this new mission."
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